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(a) Subject to leasing under the au-
thorities of this part; and 

(b) Acceptable to both you and BLM 
as a lease tract containing a deposit of 
leasable or hardrock minerals of equal 
value to your existing rights.

§ 3515.22 What if the lands to be ex-
changed are not of equal value? 

If the lands are not equal in value, ei-
ther party may equalize the value by 
paying money to the party receiving 
the property of lesser value. Such pay-
ments may not exceed 25 percent of the 
total value of the land or interest 
transferred out of Federal ownership. 
The parties may mutually agree to 
waive the monetary payment, if the 
Secretary determines that: 

(a) A waiver will expedite the ex-
change; 

(b) The public interest will be better 
served by the waiver than by the pay-
ment; and 

(c) The amount to be waived is no 
more than 3 percent of the value of the 
lands being transferred out of Federal 
ownership, or $15,000, whichever is less.

LEASE EXCHANGE PROCEDURES

§ 3515.23 May BLM require me to sub-
mit additional information? 

Yes. You must be willing to provide 
geologic and economic data we need to 
determine the fair market value of 
your preference right or lease to be re-
linquished.

§ 3515.25 Is BLM required to publish 
notice or hold a hearing? 

Yes. After you and BLM agree on the 
lands for exchange, we will publish a 
notice of the proposed exchange in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER and in a news-
paper(s) in the county(s) where the 
lands involved are located. The notice 
will include: 

(a) The time and place of a public 
hearing(s); 

(b) Our preliminary findings that the 
exchange is in the public interest; and 

(c) A request for public comments on 
the merits of the proposed exchange.

§ 3515.26 When will BLM make a deci-
sion on the exchange? 

After the public hearing and consid-
eration of public comments, we will de-
termine whether issuance of the ex-

change lease is in the public interest. If 
it is, we will then process the ex-
change. If not, we will cancel the ex-
change.

§ 3515.27 Will BLM attach any special 
provisions to the exchange lease? 

Yes, the lease terms will contain a 
statement that you quitclaim and re-
linquish any right or interest in your 
preference right lease application or 
lease exchanged.

Subpart 3516—Use Permits

§ 3516.10 What are use permits? 

Use permits allow you to use the sur-
face of lands not included within your 
permit or lease to help you develop the 
mineral deposits. You may only get a 
use permit during the life of your per-
mit or lease, and only for unentered, 
unappropriated, BLM-administered 
land. Use permits are not prospecting 
permits.

§ 3516.11 What kinds of permits or 
leases allow use permits? 

Use permits are issued only in sup-
port of phosphate and sodium permits 
and leases. For phosphate permits and 
leases, BLM may issue you a use per-
mit to use up to 80 acres. For sodium 
leases, use permits are limited to no 
more than 40 acres.

§ 3516.12 What activities may I con-
duct under a use permit? 

Phosphate use permits authorize you 
to conduct activities to properly ex-
tract, treat, or remove the mineral de-
posits. Sodium use permits authorize 
you to occupy camp sites, develop re-
fining works and use the surface for 
other purposes connected with, and 
necessary to, the proper development 
and use of the deposits.

§ 3516.15 How do I apply for a use per-
mit? 

You must file three copies of your ap-
plication in the BLM office admin-
istering the lands you are interested 
in. There is no specific form required. 
Include a nonrefundable $25 filing fee 
and the first year’s rental. Calculate 
the rental in accordance with § 3504.15 
of this part.
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